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“It's all about the people”
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“We believe that Britain should be a natural partner
or Israel across the full range of srael’s economy. We
can power economic growth in both countries by
developing the partnership between us —a

partnership that last year saw trade grow by 34%.

Britain offers Israeli businesses the perfect launch-pad in Europe - we can give Israel
market access to the rest of Europe, and trading links across the world. We have the world’s
biggest financial centre, four of the world’s top six universities, and world-class skills in

business development, law and marketing.

The Israel Britain Chamber of Commerce is doing tremendous work to allow these
links to flourish, helping many of the dozens of commercial, academic and industrial missions
that cross over every year. | am grateful for the work of the Chamber helping British airlines
entering the Israeli market, and lobbying to ease the restrictions on British accounting and
legal offices to work in Israel. These are two examples of the work the IBCC does every day to
allow UK/Israel business relations to flourish, to add to the more than 250 Israeli companies

operating in the UK.

| have real hope that next year will continue to see strengthening ties, and | know the

IBCC will be a key part of that success. Shanah Tovah u’'metuka!
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Israel has a remarkable success story to tell. Bilateral trade between the UK
and Israel has experienced consistent growth and activity over

the years. The Israel-Britain Chamber of Commerce and its added value
network of British bilateral chambers across Europe through COBCOE have
been excellent vehicles for publicising these opportunities and helping to

provide significant benefits to companies at relative cost.

| would like to take this opportunity to wish all the members, partners and associates of Israel-

Britain Chamber of Commerce a “L’'Shana Tova” and wish you all the very best for the future.

COBCOE looks forward to working with you in partnership for many more years to come.

David Thomas MBE

President, the Council of British Chambers of Commerce in Europe (COBCOE)
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Dear members and friends of the UK-Israel Chamber of Commerce,

On behalf of the Manufacturers Association of Israel (MAI) and The
Federation of Israeli Economic Organizations (FIEO), | would like to
wish you all a happy new Jewish Year. Let this year be a year of growth,

prosperity and fulfillment for us all.

| would also like to personally thank the President of Chamber for her

outstanding contribution for the mutual cooperation between the two countries.

The Israeli Industry and the MAI are looking forward for another challenging year of joint work

and collaboration.
Zvi Oren
President, Manufacturers Association of Israel (MAI)

Chairman, The Federation of Israeli Economic Organizations (FIEO)
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facts on the ground Wellcome Trust 2

that | have described
above are a solid Cultural relations builds trust and trust builds trade/
foundation for by Simon Kay

dealing with our There is much that is positive to report in the health

second challenge. of the UK-Israel bilateral relationship. Readers of

There has been a this journal will know that trade is up because you

are the people who are making this happen. What

steady decline in the _ _ _ _ o
you might not know is the incredibly positive story of

numbers of Israelf . thelast year in the improvement in university

students studying in relations and flourishing links in the arts.
the UK. The number This is not all. We know that business leaders value the
now is around 680 skills of humanities graduates. In March 2012 the Deans of
and that represents a Humanities from six leading British universities (Oxford, University
College London, Kings College London, Queens University Belfast,
50% drop over the g 9 g y
University of Nottingham and University of Southampton) met for two
last five years”

days with their Israeli counterparts. What emerged was consensus
to launch a parallel UK-Israel collaborative programme for the
humanities. The latest news is that the British Council has
committed £100K and a launch event takes place at the British
Academy in September 2012.

We have found that approaches to individual British
universities have met with overwhelmingly positive responses.
Southampton and Nottingham Universities are both investing
resources in partnership with Israel, in both sciences and the

humanities.

Continue at page 14
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“Cultural relations
activities build trust.
In the British Council’
s 2012 publication
“Trust Pays” the
British Council
makes the argument
for how international
cultural relationships
build trust in the UK
and underpin the
success of the UK

economy”
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Cultural relations builds trust and trust builds trade/

by Simon Kay - continuation from page 13

The Faculty of Law at the University of Essex recently signed
an MOU with the Faculty of Law at the Hebrew University to cooperate

at post-graduate level in international law and human rights.

Partnership is part of the story and the “facts on the ground”
that | have described above are a solid foundation for dealing with our
second challenge. There has been a steady decline in the numbers of
Israeli students studying in the UK. The number now is around 680 and
that represents a 50% drop over the last five years. There can be many
reasons for this and the perception of negative attitudes to Israel within
British universities to Israel can be one reason. But our market research
has revealed a more fundamental problem. Actual awareness of British
universities and what they offer is incredibly low. We will aim to
increase the current number by 50%. And we want to see more British

students coming to Israel.

So our strategy is simple to describe. Build partnerships
between British and Israeli universities through the programmes and
tactics described above. From these new partnerships we can describe
the “facts on the ground” which show our universities working together
and through these partnerships students will be encouraged by their

mentors to study in each-others’ country..

| want to finish by explaining why cultural relations might matter
to businessmen building trade between the UK and lIsrael. Cultural
relations activities build trust. In the British Council’'s 2012 publication
“Trust Pays” the British Council makes the argument for how
international cultural relationships build trust in the UK and underpin the
success of the UK economy. Writing in the foreword, Sir Roger Carr,
the Chairman of Centrica and President of the CBI, states that “in
places important to our security or strategic interests............. this
relationship between cultural relations and increased trust is strong.”
The prosperity of the United Kingdom and of Israel is dependent on

strong and diverse international relationships.

This is a rich cultural and educational bilateral relationship

which can only support wider trade and diplomatic efforts.
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— With Leumi,
—Global Trade
Finance
—Never Stop
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Leumi has always been at the forefront of Israel’s Global Trade and Structured Finance.
With a full spectrum of banking and financial services, Leumi offers solid financial expertise

accessible wherever you are.

International Trade and Payments:
Mrs. Sarah Younger, Tel: +972-3-514-7067, E-mail: sarahy@bll.co.il

Structured Export Finance:
Mrs. Nurith Kedem, Tel: +97 2-3-514-8139, E-mail: nurithk@bll.co.il

International Trade Center, Main Branch:
Mrs. Yaffi Dagan, Tel: +972-3-514-8239, E-mail: yafad@bll.co.il

Manager of International Chambers of Commerce Department:
Mr. Yehuda Berger, Tel: +972-3-514-9709, E-mail: bergery@bll.co.il

> www leumi.co.i DI ICINIECC

Dial @00 or *5522 Leumi is with you. WNJINVLIID _m
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